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it has been a group of low-class folk organizing to cease to
be low-class. They have had little vision of reconstructing
society so that there shall be no lower groups such as they.
They are organizing as a caste to protest not against the
caste system itself, but against their place in it.
The party had Congress leanings, though it was never
quite a Congress party. It has been somewhat nationalist,
outspokenly so in its executive's resolutions. But in practice
it has vacillated between demanding freedom for India and
demanding recognition for itself.
Similar movements have been started of late among the
butchers, and the carders. The latter group like to call
themselves Mansuris, after the classical martyred mystic
al liallaj (* the carder'), Ehtsayn ibn Mansur.
Other Political Groupings
Most Shi'is have been attached to the ' Shl'ah Political
Conference', which has been a pro-Congress organization.
It has been fairly representative, but neither active nor
powerful. It has done little more than meet annually, pass
resolutions, and retire. The resolutions have been slightly
progressive. Naturally, as an organized minority group
within the Muslim community, it was opposed to Pakistan
and the League.
In Kashmir a movement known as the 'Jammu and
Kashmir Muslim Conference' was founded, under Shaykh
Muhammad *abd Allah, a radical socialist. Its programme has
been concerned with pressing the grievances of the masses of
the population, who are mostly Muslim. It is said17 to have
won over 90% of the seats reserved for Muslims in the last
election to the rather powerless legislature. The .ruler and
most of the vested interests of the state are Hindu. To
avoid confusing the issue, the Conference in 1938 changed
its constitution and name, to the 'Jammu and Kashmir
National Conference', to include the few Hindus and Sikhs
who are on its side of the class struggle. Naturally, the
Hindu communalists, attacking it, have said that it is still